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~ Rachael Wraith, Senior Communications Officer 
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8th HMS Ajax Visit  
40th Anniversary Celebrations 

August 26 – 28, 2016  



History 
In 1976, the 8th HMS Ajax Frigate and 
its crew made a special visit to the 
Town of Ajax. It was the first and only 
visit of a HMS Ajax – the Town’s 
namesake – to Ajax. 



To mark the 40th Anniversary of this visit, the 
Town will be hosting various celebrations from  

August 26 to 28, 2016. 



Memorial Wall Unveiling 
Aug. 26 – 2 p.m. 

Veterans’ Point Garden 

Honouring veterans who served on the HMS Ajax, 
HMS Achilles & HMS Exeter during the Battle of the 
Riverplate in WWII, as well as those who served on 

8th HMS Ajax in 1976. 

First time in history all 4,500+ names 
will be located on one memorial Wall in 

both Canada & Britain. 

Special Fly-past 
C130 Hercules of the Canadian Air Division

Special Guests: 
Diversity Champions to connect history & 

present day community.  





Street Dedications 
Aug. 27 – 11 a.m. 

Honouring 10 crew members:

1. Fred Coats 
2. Peter Danks 
3. Jim London 
4. Glyn Seagrave 
5. Ian Cunliffe
6. Alan Styth 
7. Alf Larkin 
8. Nigel Masters 
9. Mike Fox 
10. Ian Darbyshire 



Special Parade 
Aug. 28– 12 p.m.  

FREE Community Event 

Town Hall
Ice Cream Social 

Reenactment Featuring: HMCS York Band, 
Legion Marching Guard, Navy League NLCC 

Exeter, Ajax Fire Honour Guard, Durham 
College Pipe Band, Highland Creek Pipe Band & 

Durham Region Police Service Pipe Band.  

Private Reception to follow at Ajax Legion. 





Commemorative Coin

On Sale August 2016 - $5  



Communications Activities 

Online 
➜ ajax.ca/hmsajax40 
➜ Social Media 
➜ #hmsajax40

Events Program 
➜ In Partnership with 

Ajax News Advertiser   

Targeted Outreach 
➜ Community Groups 
➜ Camps 
➜ Faith Groups 
➜ Legion 
➜ Scouts 
➜ & more! 

GO Station Blitz with Cadets 
➜ Aug. 22 4:30 – 6:30 p.m. 
➜ Special Free Ice Cream 

Coupon Giveaway 

Parade Marshall Contest 
➜Open to kids 5 – 13 yrs
➜ 4 – week contest, 

submit a creative art 
project 

Media Relations 
➜ Video News Release 
➜ Local Media Blitz 
➜ GTA & Specialty Media 



Staff Committee
Office of the CAO
• Christie McLardie 
• Rachael Wraith 
• Denny Timm 
• Maria Wiggers 
• Jennifer Larmand 

Legislative and Information Services 
• Brenda Kriz 
• Sharon Williamson 

Recreation & Culture 
• Robert Gruber 
• Stacy Chong 

Operations & Environmental Services 
• Charles Holder 



Thank you
Questions? 


