The Corporation of the Town of Ajax

GENERAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE
Thursday, March 20, 2014

Open Meeting at 2:00 p.m.

River Plate Room, Town Hall

65 Harwood Avenue South

PRESENTATIONS

Anything in blue denotes an attachment/link. By clicking the links on the agenda page, you can jump directly
to that section of the agenda. To manoeuver back to the agenda page use the Ctrl + Home keys
simultaneously. OR use the “Bookmark” icon to the left of your screen to navigate from one report to the next

4. Presentations / Discussion
3.5 2013 Social Infrastructure Fund

4.1 Status Update-Design of Rain Gardens on Lake Driveway

4.2 St. Andrews Park- Pollinator Garden and Community Orchard
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Social Infrastructure
Funds

Streams:
Community Organizations
(not-for-profit)
Connecting Neighbours (SNS)

Priority Areas:
Child and youth engagement

Neighbourhood development and
capacity building

Engagement of communities of interest
(I.e. cultural groups, LGTBQ, seniors,
low iIncome populations) to have
greater access to community programs
and service



2013 Projects

7 Community Organizations - $31,405.20

Community Development Council Durham
Ajax Immigrant Engagement Summit

Durham Regional Police Service
Community Safety Day

PFLAG Durham Region
Community Open House

Girls Inc. of Durham
Mind + Body Leadership Initiative

- Connecting Neighbours - $2,769.00

Hermitage Park Neighbourhood
Rebuilding Hermitage Park Neighbourhood
Watch

Audley Neighbourhood
Audley Community Social & Neighbourhood
Watch Training



Community Development
Council Durham

Ajax Immigrant Engagement
Summit

One-day summit for newcomers
and non-newcomers from diverse
communities in Ajax

Participated in the development of
multi-media products to capture
cross-cultural experiences for
education & engagement purposes

Developed a digital database of
newcomer stories re: immigration
and living in Ajax

Social media component

On-line videos created for public
access



Community Development
Council Durham




Durham Regional
Police Service

Community Safety Day

One-day seminar with information
sessions on community safety

Sessions provided education &
training

Targeting at Ajax seniors,
homeowners and businesses

On-line safety videos created for
public access




PFLAG Durham Region

Community Open House

One-day open house with
Information sessions

Targeted at local organizations,
businesses and community-based
groups as well as the community-
at-large

Education, awareness and outreach
re. PFLAG’s programs and supports
offered in the community

DVD'’s created for service providers



Girls Inc. of Durham
Region

Girls Inc. Mind + Body Leadership
Initiative
4 week program for girls aged 6 — 18
to build self confidence and
connectedness while developing

knowledge, skills and attitudes to make
healthy lifestyle choices

Focused on nutrition, physical activity,
body image and stress management

Targeted newcomer girls, girls from
visible minorities, from low income and
single parent households and other
diverse groups

Introduced new educational social
media, online research capabillities,
and film presentations



Hermitage Park
Neighbourhood

Rebuilding the Hermitage Park
Neighbourhood Watch

Social event to celebrate the
successes of community building In
Hermitage Park, while recruiting
and raising awareness for future
Initiatives

Focused on park improvements,
crime prevention and community
events




Audley Neighbourhood

Community Social/Neighbourhood
Watch Training

An opportunity to bring neighbours
from the Audley Neighbourhood
together to meet with and socialize
with one another

Neighbouhood Watch Information
and Training

Recreation program “try-its”




Audley Neighbourhood
I




2014 Social Infrastructure
Fund

2014 Social Infrastructure Funds

Now Accepting Applications!
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- Thank you!
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(. PROJECT OVERVIEW

> Project Background

- Objectives and Approach

- Rain Garden Locations

- Design Concepts

> Landscaping Concepts and Plantings

\



(JEX. PROJECT BACKGROUND

» Town of Ajax Stormwater Retrofit Master Plan Class EA
completed in 2011

» Scope :

- To investigate stormwater management retrofit opportunities and new
stormwater management practices that will improve the stormwater
quality that discharges to the nearshore of Lake Ontario.

» Range of solutions:

> Constructing storm ponds and infiltration systems,
Community outreach,

- Improvement to service levels and
Changes to municipal regulations and policies.

Recommended the implementation of Low Impact
Development (LID) pilot project at Lake Driveway




G STUDY AREA

Lake Driveway from Harwood Ave to Finley Ave



Arax
e PROJECT OBJECTIVES

» Implement three (3) Rain Gardens pilot
projects on Lake Driveway to:

> Improve water quality
- Beautify the neighborhood, park and community




WHAT IS A ‘RAIN GARDEN’ ?

» Rain gardens are planted areas designed to
improve water quality and reduce runoff using a
combination of soil, plants and mulch to treat
and absorb stormwater runoff. This technology
is also known as “bioretention.”

\



HOW DOES A ‘RAIN GARDEN’
WORK?

\



€Y2X. PROPOSED RAIN GARDEN
LOCATIONS

Proposed Rain Gardens Locations Identified Along Lake Driveway




DESIGN
CONCEPTS

\



LANDSCAPING
CONCEPTS &
PLANTINGS

No tree planting proposed for this
project

"The gardens will include a mix of
perennials and shrubs designed to
tolerate spring flooding and summer
drought.

Plants are chosen to offer year-round
interest as well as benefiting
pollinators and general biodiversity
without sacrificing beauty. Even
though most of the plants are native,
the cultivars chosen are extremely
showy and will blend with the
Veterans Point Park and the nearby
residential gardens.

Maintenance for the gardens s
extremely low cost and easy involving
simple waiting and cutting down of
the previous perennial growth."
L



By the Lake

RAIN
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NO. 1




Ajax

By the Lake

RAIN
GARDEN
NO.Z2




RAIN
GARDEN
NO.3




NEXT sTEPS (X

» Continue working on the design
(April/May completion)
» Public Meeting-March 25, 2014

» Pre—qualify landscape
contractors

» Contract award June/July
» Fall construction

\
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Recommendations Completed

*Revised Engineering Design Criteria and
Standard Drawings 2011

«Continuing Waterfowl Management
*Yellow Fish Program 2011

«Official Plan Amendment (OPA 38
Environmental Policies) 2011
«Community Brochures 2011 2013
*Revised Sewer Use Bylaw 2012
*Dedicated web pages on Town’s website
on stormwater outreach

*Update Salt Management Plan

e Continue implementing Low Impact
Development(LID) requirements for new and
re-development projects

Yellow Fish



O sustainable
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X
St Andrews Park

Community Orchard, Pollinator Garden & Plot Expansion

Presented by Jade Schofield, Environmental Sustainability Coordinator

Town of Ajax

19/03/2014



A Journey to Sustainability

Ajax’s Integrated Community Sustainability Plan

A Journey to Sustainability provides direction for the community
to achieve environmental, cultural/social, and economic
sustainability goals. By implementing a pollinator garden,
community orchard and expanding the number of community
garden plots in St Andrews Park, Ajax is able to further
support:

A robust regional food system

Good ecological health with linkages between natural
features and their functions

A community that is living a healthy and pro active
lifestyle

Strong communities, where people feel they belong, are
able to contribute to overall wellbeing, and are committed
to meeting their needs together.

The Preservation of Ajax’s unique history to provide
continuity between the past and the present.

2 19/03/2014



St Andrews Park

St Andrews Park is located east of Exeter Road, north of Rideout Street. The park is primarily
surrounded by residential homes with exception to the St Andrews Senior Centre located to the

west of the park, St Paul’'s United Church to the north east and the Wasdell Academy for Innovative
Learning to the east.

Features in the park include:

A covered gazebo
A wellness mound
400m paved trail which is maintained
throughout the year
» St Andrews Community Garden.

19/03/2014



St Andrews Community Garden

St. Andrew's Community Garden
Is a 5,000-square-foot space

Opened for planting in the spring
of 2011.

71 plots

The space is managed by two
volunteer coordinators and a
garden committee.

Trends have shown that the
waiting list for plots is steadily

Increasing. Design Requirements

» Increased number of plots betweenl10 and 14

» Fencing to prevent theft and delineate garden plots from the
rest of the parkland

» Seating area

»  Community Garden Information Kiosk

4 19/03/2014



Community Orchard

A community orchard is a group of fruit bearing trees, planted and
maintained by members of the community.

Implementing a community orchard in Ajax will enable:
»  Greater learning opportunities around local food

» Increased community engagement

»  Better nutritional awareness

»  Stronger connections between the natural environment and our
food supply

Design Components

» 12 apple tree & 6 pear trees
»  Fruit bearing shrubs

» Heritage apple tree

The proposed Ajax Community Orchard will rely on the garden community to volunteer their time to maintain
and harvest the fruits of the trees. The Town of Ajax will be responsible for providing training to the garden
volunteers as well as hosting educational events throughout the year for the entire community.

5 19/03/2014



Pollinator Garden

Toronto and Region Conservation Authority, Community Development Council Durham,
Durham Sustain Ability, Native Plants in Claremont and the Town of Ajax Received
$88,000 over three years from Ontario Trillium Foundation to implement the
Pollinator Meadowscape Project in Ajax.

Pollinator garden

» A pollinator garden is home to a wide variety of pollinators like hummingbirds,
butterflies, moths, bees, flies and beetles. The native plants in the garden provide
the nectar, pollen, larval food and habitat that these pollinators need to survive.

Native plants

»  Anative plant is one that occurs naturally in a particular region without human
intervention. Native plants provide food and shelter for native insects and wildlife
and are perfectly suited to our local growing conditions.

Food connection

»  Without pollinators we would lose foods such as apples, blueberries, strawberries,
melons, peaches, sunflowers, alfalfa and pumpkins, along with many others.

Bee condo

»  The bee condo is a way for us to provide much needed nesting spots to increase
pollinator populations. Solitary bees and wasps use the holes in this structure to
make her nests.

Bee safety

»  Solitary bees don't live in colonies. Each bee lives her life independently. Because
they don’t have a hive or queen to protect, solitary bees aren’t defensive and are
very unlikely to sting. A lot of them don’t even have a stinger.

6 19/03/2014



Stakeholder Engagement

» Initial Meeting

Town staff and the TRCA brought forward the project proposals to the St
Andrews Community Garden Committee.

» Design Charette

A design charette held with Serdika consulting Inc with the St Andrews
Community Garden Committee to determine specific design criteria.

» Design Concept Review

Town Staff, the Community Garden Committee, and the Environmental
Advisory Committee were provided the opportunity to the review the
designs based on best operating practices and aesthetics

» Public Open House

The Public Open House included a talk on pollinators and native plants,
hands on pollinator crafts and showcased the St Andrews Park
designs. The event was attended by over 90 residents.

7 19/03/2014
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Project Funding

»  Community Orchard- Tree material for the planting of the orchard will cost
approximately $1500 and had been reserved within Sustainable Forestry Cover
fund. A grant application under Tree Canada’s Edible Trees has been submitted
by the Town to support these plant purchases, future workshops and
interpretative signage.

» Plot Expansion- The plot expansion can be completed by Operations staff.

» Pollinator garden- Toronto and Region Conservation and the pollinator
meadowscape partners have developed a three year plan to implement the
Pollinator Meadowscape Project in Ajax from the Ontario Trillium Foundation.

Toronto and Region
? Conservation

for The Living City

9 19/03/2014



Proposed Timeline

10 19/03/2014
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