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The Corporation of the Town of Essex 

Regular Council Meeting Minutes 

 
February 20, 2018, 6:00 am 

Essex Civic Centre 
360 Fairview Avenue West 

Essex, Ontario 
 
Present: Mayor McDermott 

Deputy Mayor Meloche 
Councillor Bondy 
Councillor Bjorkman 
Councillor Snively 
Councillor Voakes 

 Councillor Rogers 
Also Present: Donna Hunter, Chief Administrative Officer 
 Jeffrey Morrison, Director, Corporate Services 
 Chris Nepszy, Director of Infrastructure 
 Rick Arnel, Fire Chief 
 Rick Malott, Deputy Fire Chief 
 Alex Denonville, Manager, Communications 
 Jeff Watson, Policy Planner 
 Rita Jabbour, Assistant Planner 
 Robert Auger, Clerk, Legal and Legislative Services 
 Lynn Moroz, Administrative Assistant 
  
 Evha Hoffmann, Youth Council Representative 
  
 

1. Call to Order 

2. Closed Meeting Report 

Mr. Auger, Clerk, provided a verbal update on the Closed Meetings held on February 
5th, February 15th and earlier this evening. 

On February 5, 2018, at the conclusion of the Regular Council Meeting, Council met in 
closed session to receive an update on the status of current and potential litigation 
files pursuant to Section 239.2(e) of the Municipal Act. 

On February 15, 2018, and again on February 20, 2018 Council met in closed session to 
discuss personnel matters about identifiable individuals including municipal and local 
board employees pursuant to Section 239(2) (b), and to discuss proposed or pending 
acquisitions of lands by the municipality pursuant to Section 239(2)(c) of the Municipal 
Act. 

3. Declarations of Conflict of Interest 

There were no declarations of Conflict of Interest. 

4. Adoption of Published Agenda 

4.1 Regular Council Meeting Agenda for February 20, 2018 
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Moved By Councillor Snively 
Seconded By Councillor Bjorkman 

(R18-02-053) That the published agenda for the February 20, 2018 Regular 
Council Meeting be adopted as amended with the addition of: 

• Correspondence submitted by Cynthia Cakebread, Manager, Culture and 
Recreation regarding the Sip n Paint Program; 

• Requesting Item 8.5, Economic Development Report 2018-03, be moved on 
the agenda to be the first report to be heard; and 

• Notice of Motion by Councillor Bondy regarding pay for service childcare at 
AMO conferences. 

Carried 
 

5. Adoption of Minutes 

5.1 Regular Council Meeting Minutes for February 5, 2018 

Moved By Councillor Bondy 
Seconded By Deputy Mayor Meloche 

(R18-02-054) That the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting held February 
5, 2018 be adopted as circulated. 

Carried 
 

6. Public Presentations 

6.1 Community Heritage Preservation Awards 

Mayor McDermott gave the floor to Deputy Mayor Meloche, Chair of the Essex 
Heritage Committee, to present the Community Heritage Preservation Awards. 
He announced that these awards had been created to recognize citizens who 
have helped to celebrate and protect the Town's rich heritage. He called Laurie 
Kowtiuk and Andreas Wirag before Council to receive awards and announced 
that they were the first recipients to be honoured.  Both have helped 
to celebrate and protect the Town of Essex's rich heritage by starting heritage 
designations for their homes. On behalf of the Town, he thanked them for 
exemplifying good preservation practices. 

6.2 Feasibility of Fibre Optics throughout the Town of Essex 

6.2.1 SouthWestern Integrated Fibre Technology (SWIFT) Stakeholder 
Relations, Adriana Dekker 

Ms. Dekker gave a power point presentation regarding SWIFT and 
updated Council on the proposed high fiber network. 

6.2.2 Information Technology Report 2018-01 

RE: Feasibility of Fibre Optics throughout the Town of Essex 

Moved By Councillor Bondy 
Seconded By Councillor Snively 

(R18-02-055) That the presentation by SouthWestern Integrated Fibre 
Technology (SWIFT) Stakeholder Relations representative, Adriana 
Dekker, together with Information, Technology Report 2018-01, as 
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prepared by Jack Barron, Manager of Information Technology and 
submitted by Jeffrey Morrison, Director, Corporate Services, entitled 
"Feasibility of Fibre Optics throughout the Town of Essex", dated 
February 20, 2018, providing Council with information on the feasibility 
of fibre optics throughout the Town of Essex, be received. 

Carried 
 

7. Unfinished Business 

8. Reports from Administration 

8.1 Economic Development Report 2018-03 

Moved by Councillor Snively 
Seconded by Councillor Bondy 

(R18-02-056) That Tammy Affleck be allowed to address Council regarding the 
Harrow Streetscape.                    Carried 

Tammy Affleck, President of the Harrow Chamber of Commerce, introduced 
herself and stated that she was appearing at Council to support the 
development of a streetscape plan for Harrow.  Ms. Affleck stated that the 
general public should be consulted in connection with the plan.  She felt that if 
the residents were able to contribute to the plan they would be more 
supportive and more willing to participate in fundraising, should that be 
required.  She stated that this was the one chance to develop their vision and 
to establish their identity, and that Harrow needed to be a destination and 
marketed as such. 

A discussion ensued on Economic Development Report 2018-03. 

Mayor McDermott vacated his chair to participate in the discussion at 6:40 PM 
Deputy Mayor Meloche assumed the Chair at that time. 

Moved by Councillor Bondy 
Seconded by Councillor Rogers 

(R18-02-057) That Economic Development Report 2018-03, prepared by 
Nelson Silveira, Economic Development Officer, and submitted by Donna 
Hunter, Chief Administrative Officer, entitled "Harrow Streetscape Plan", dated 
February 20, 2018, providing Council with an overview of the project and 
funding for the proposed Harrow Streetscape Plan, be received; 

And that Council approve the funding and the issuance of an RFP to secure a 
consultant for the development of a long-term streetscape improvement plan 
for Harrow Centre. 

  Councillor Bondy requested a recorded vote. 

Recorded Support Against 

Councillor Bondy X  

Deputy Mayor Meloche X  

Mayor McDermott X  
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With a recorded vote of seven (7) in favour and none opposed the motion was 
Carried 

Deputy Mayor Meloche excused himself from the meeting at 6:55 PM due to a 
family emergency. 

Mayor McDermott resumed the Chair at that time. 
 

8.2 Fire Report 2018-002 

RE: Expansion of the Ontario Naloxone Program 

Moved by Councillor Bondy 
Seconded by Councillor Rogers 

(R18-02-058) That Fire Report 2018-002, prepared and submitted by Richard 
Arnel, Fire Chief, entitled "Expansion of the Ontario Naloxone Program", dated 
February 20, 2018, be received. 

Carried 
 

8.3 Fire Report 2018-003 

RE: Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services: Public 
Consultation on proposed regulations for mandatory training and certification 
and conducting community risk assessments for Fire Protection. 

Moved by Councillor Snively 
Seconded by Councillor Bjorkman 

(R18-02-059) That Fire Report 2018-003, prepared and submitted by Richard 
Arnel, Fire Chief, entitled "Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional 
Services: Public Consultation on proposed regulations for mandatory training 
and certification and conducting community risks assessments for Fire 
Protection", be received; 

And that Council support and approve the submission of the recommended 
resolution as referenced in said Fire Report 2018-003.  

Carried 
 

8.4 Infrastructure and Development Services Report 2018-02 

RE: Ridge Road Geotechnical Investigation 

Geotechnical Investigation Final Report 
Road Rehabilitation Ridge Road 
by Amec Foster Wheeler Environment and Infrastructure 

Councillor Voakes X  

Councillor Bjorkman X  

Councillor Rogers X  

Councillor Snively X  

Results 7 0 
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Moved by Councillor Voakes 
Seconded by Councillor Rogers 

(R18-02-060) That Infrastructure and Development Services Report 2018-02, 
prepared by Richard Beausoleil, Manager, Capital Works/Infrastructure, and 
submitted by Chris Nepszy, Director, Infrastructure and Development, dated 
February 20, 2018, entitled "Ridge Road Investigation" and the Geotechnical 
Investigation Final Report, Road Rehabilitation Ridge Road, submitted by Amec 
Foster Wheeler Environment and Infrastructure, dated December 7, 2017, be 
received. 

Carried 
 

8.5 Finance and Business Services Report 2018-02 

RE: Tax Adjustments - Section 357(1) and Section 358 

Moved by Councillor Voakes 
Seconded by Councillor Bjorkman 

(R18-02-061) That Finance and Business Services Report 2018-02, prepared 
and submitted by Jeffrey Morrison, Director, Corporate Services/Treasurer, 
entitled "Tax Adjustments - Section 357 (1) and Section 358", dated February 
20, 2018, be received; 

And that Council approve the cancellation, reduction and refund of the noted 
taxes in accordance with the provisions under Section 357 (1) and 358 of the 
Municipal Act, 2001, shown as Schedules A, B, C and D, in the report. 

Carried 
 

8.6 Economic Development Report 2018-04 

RE: Waiving Commercial Development Charges 

Moved by Councillor Bondy 
Seconded by Councillor Bjorkman 

(R18-02-062) That Economic Development Report 2018-04, prepared by 
Jeffrey Morrison, Director of Corporate Services, and Nelson Silveira, Economic 
Development Officer, and submitted by Donna Hunter, Chief Administrative 
Officer, entitled "Waiving Commercial Development Charges", dated February 
20, 2018 providing Council with an overview of the economic and financial 
outcomes of waiving commercial development charges in the Town of Essex, 
be received; 

And that Council directs Administration to begin the public consultation 
process to amend By-Law 1344 to reduce Development Charges for 
commercial development by 100% in the Town of Essex for areas that fall 
outside of the existing Community Improvement Plan boundaries; remaining 
in effect until August 25, 2019. 

Carried 
 

8.7 Building Report 2018-01 

RE: January 2018 Building Report 
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Moved by Councillor Bjorkman 
Seconded by Councillor Snively 

(R18-02-063) That Building Report 2018-01, dated February 8, 2018 providing 
Council with a summary of building activity in the Town of Essex for the month 
of January, be received. 

Carried 
 

8.8 Planning Report 2018-08 

RE: dBMedia Billboard Lease Request (Essex Centre) 

By-Law 1679 
Being a by-law regulating the erection and maintenance of signs in the Town 
of Essex 

Moved by Councillor Bondy 
Seconded by Councillor Rogers 

(R18-02-064) That Planning Report 2018-08, prepared by Jeff Watson, Policy 
Planner, and submitted by Chris Nepszy, Director of Infrastructure and 
Development, entitled "dBMedia Billboard Lease Request (Essex Centre), dated 
February 19, 2018 recommending that the Town enter into a lease agreement 
with dBMedia for leasing of lands to permit the retention of a billboard sign 
located on Town lands described as "Rear County Road", Concession NMR, Part 
Lot 33, on the west side of Highway 3, north of County Road 12, be received 
and approved; 

And that By-Law 1679, being a by-law regulating the erection and 
maintenance of signs in the Town of Essex, be read a first, a second and a third 
time and finally passed this 20th day of February, 2018. 

Carried 
 

8.9 Planning Report 2018-09 

RE: Essex Crossing Street Name Application (Essex Centre) 

Correspondence from Essex Town Centre Ltd. 
RE: Request for Street Names Essex Town Centre Subdivision 

Town of Essex By-Law 601 
Being a by-law to establish the procedure for the naming of highways within 
The Corporation of the Town of Essex 

Moved by Councillor Bjorkman 
Seconded by Councillor Bondy 

(R18-02-065) That the correspondence from Essex Town Centre Ltd., Remo 
Valente, dated February 12, 2018 asking that Council consider allowing him to 
name the streets in the Essex Crossing subdivision, in the Town of Essex, 
together with Planning Report 2018-09, prepared by Jeff Watson, Policy 
Planner and submitted by Chris Nepszy, Director of Infrastructure, entitled 
"Essex Crossing Street Name Application (Essex Centre)", dated February 20, 
2018, be received; 
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And that in accordance with By-Law 601, the street names in the Essex 
Crossing Subdivision be assigned as follows: 
 
Street A - Peters Street 
Street B - Reed Street 
Street C - Bear Street 
Street E - Lane Street 
Street F - Jones Street 
Street G - Hamilton Street 
Street H - Henderson Street 
Street I - Butterworth Street. 

Carried 
 

8.10 Planning Report 2018-10 

RE: Harrow Community Improvement Plan Expansion 

By-Law 1677 
Being a by-law to enlarge the Community Improvement Project Area of the 
Harrow Centre Community Improvement Plan 

Moved by Councillor Bondy 
Seconded by Councillor Voakes 

(R18-02-066) That Planning Report 2018-10, prepared by Jeff Watson, Policy 
Planner, and submitted by Chris Nepszy, Director of Infrastructure and 
Development, entitled "Harrow Community Improvement Plan Expansion", 
dated February 20, 2018, be received and approved; 

And that By-Law 1677, being a by-law to enlarge the community improvement 
project area of the Harrow Centre Community Improvement Plan, be read a 
first, second and third time and finally passed this 20th day of February, 2018. 

Carried 
 

Councillor Voakes vacated his seat at 7:10 PM and was absent for the vote on  
the motion. He resumed his seat at 7:14 PM. 

8.11 Planning Report 2018-07 

RE: Site Plan Control Agreement for International Door Company, 1170 County 
Road 13 

By-Law 1676 
Being a by-law to enter into a Site Plan Control Agreement between The 
Corporation of the Town of Essex and The International Door Company 

Moved by Councillor Snively 
Seconded by Councillor Bondy 

(R18-02-067) That Planning Report 2018-07, prepared by Rita Jabbour, 
Assistant Planner, and submitted by Chris Nepszy, Director of Infrastructure 
and Development, entitled "Site Plan Control Agreement for the International 
Door Company, 1170 County Road 13, recommending that Council approve 
the site plan control (SPC) application for the International Door Company, 
be received and approved; 
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And that By-Law 1676 being a by-law to enter into a Site Plan Control 
Agreement between The Corporation of the Town of Essex and the 
International Door Company be read a first and a second time and provisionally 
adopted on February 20, 2018.  

Carried 
 

9. Reports from Youth Members 

10. County Council Update 

11. Correspondence 

11.1 Correspondence to be received 

Moved By Councillor Bjorkman 
Seconded By Councillor Snively 

(R18-02-068) That correspondence listed in Agenda Item 11.1 be received 
and, where indicated, to further share such information with the community 
using suitable methods of communication. 

Carried 

11.1.1 Tracey Ramsey, MP Essex 

RE: Supports the federal government implementing a Wine Industry 
Innovation Program (WIIP) 

Correspondence from Essex MP Tracey Ramsey to the Minister of 
Finance, the Honourable Bill Morneau recommending the federal 
government implement a Wine Industry Innovation Program (WIIP) into 
the 2018 Budget. 

11.1.2 Windsor Essex County Environment Committee 

RE: January 25, 2018 Meeting Minutes 

11.1.3 2017 Annual Reports - Union Water Distribution System 

Union Area Water Supply System, Annual Performance Report 

Ontario Clean Water Agency, Annual Performance Report for Essex 
Distribution System 

11.1.4 Correspondence from the Town of Essex 

RE: Offering School Property to Municipalities 

Correspondence from the Town of Essex to the Association of 
Municipalities (AMO) and Rural Ontario Municipal Association and 
Ontario municipalities, advising of Council's resolution (R18-01-013) 
that when school boards make decisions to close schools, that they 
have to offer the building to the local municipality for a dollar. 

11.1.5 Essex Accessibility Advisory Committee 

RE: Volunteer Appreciation Evening 

Correspondence from the Essex Accessibility Advisory Committee 
expressing appreciation for recognizing volunteers with a Volunteer 
Appreciation Evening. 
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11.2 Correspondence to be considered for receipt and support 

11.2.1 Cynthia Cakebread, Manager, Recreation and Culture 

RE: Sip n Paint Registered Progam 

Moved by Councillor Rogers 
Seconded by Councillor Voakes 

(R18-02-069) That the correspondence from Cynthia Cakebread, 
Manager, Recreation and Culture, dated February 19, 2018 notifying 
Council that the Arts, Culture and Tourism Committee will be hosting a 
Sip n Paint program on Thursday, February 22, 2018 at McGregor 
Community Centre and Thursday, May 31, 2018 at the Colchester 
Community Room between the hours of 7 PM and 10 PM, be received 
and supported without any objection. 

Carried 
 

12. Committee Meeting Minutes 

Moved by Councillor Voakes 
Seconded by Councillor Snively 

(R18-02-070) That the Committee Meeting Minutes listed in agenda item 12, 
together with any recommendations noted therein be received and adopted as 
circulated. 

12.1 Arts, Culture and Tourism Committee - February 7, 2018 

12.2 Essex Police Services Board - January 11, 2018 

12.3 Essex Municipal Heritage Committee - January 25, 2018 

12.4 Committee of Adjustment - February 6, 2018 

12.5 Essex Centre B.I.A. 

November 19, 2017 
December 12, 2017 

12.6 CoAn Park Committee - January 16, 2018 

5 Year Forecast 

12.7 Essex Accessibility Advisory Committee - November 30, 2017 

Carried 

13. Financial 

14. New Business 

15. Notices of Motion 

15.1 The following Notices of Motion were presented at the February 5, 2018 
Regular Council Meeting and are being brought for consideration this 
evening: 

15.1.1 Councillor Snively 

RE: Extension of Municipal Services to Maidstone Avenue 
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Moved by Councillor Snively 
Seconded by Councillor Bondy 

(R18-02-071) That Administration provide a report that sets out the 
cost of bringing municipal services where they end on Maidstone 
Avenue, east of Highway 3, to the lands west of Highway 3 along 
County Road 8 to the future intersection of Pinkerton and County Road 
8 (Lafferty lands). 

Carried 
 

15.1.2 Councillor Bondy 

RE: Funding the Harrow Centre Streetscape project in 2018 

Moved by Councillor Bondy 
Seconded by 

(R18-02-072) That Administration provide a report to Council on how 
the Harrow Centre Streetscape project could be funded in order to try 
to expedite the commencement of this project in 2018. 

Councillor Bondy rescinded the motion. 

15.1.3 Councillor Rogers 

RE: Naming of Colchester Lakefront Park 

Moved by Councillor Rogers 
Seconded by Councillor Voakes 

(R18-02-073) That the Town, in recognition of our rich cultural and 
diverse history and February being Black History Month, designate and 
assign the name "Elijah McCoy Park" in honour of Elijah McCoy an 
incredible man, inventor and innovator, born and raised in Colchester, 
to the Colchester lakefront park often referred to as simply the 
Colchester or Jackson Street park. 

Discussion on the motion ensued. 

Mayor McDermott vacated the Chair in order to participate in the 
discussion at 7:47 PM and Councillor Snively assumed the Chair. 

Mayor McDermott resumed the Chair at 7:49 PM and called the 
question. 

Moved by Councillor Rogers 
Seconded by Councillor Voakes 

(R18-02-073) That the Town, in recognition of our rich cultural and 
diverse history and February being Black History Month, designate and 
assign the name "Elijah McCoy Park" in honour of Elijah McCoy an 
incredible man, inventor and innovator, born and raised in Colchester, 
to the Colchester lakefront park often referred to as simply the 
Colchester or Jackson Street park. 

Councillor Rogers requested a recorded vote. 
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Moved By Councillor Snively 
Seconded By Mayor McDermott 

(R18-02-074) That Elijah McCoy be recognized with a plaque in the 
Colchester Pavillion. 

Councillor Snively rescinded the motion. 

Moved by Councillor Voakes 
Seconded by Councillor Rogers 

(R18-02-075) That after two months if no other names are brought 
forward to the Town for the naming of Colchester Park, that the Town 
shall name the park “Elijah McCoy Park”,  and if other names are brought 
forward within this time period then Administration shall review the 
names submitted in accordance with its Naming Rights Policy and make 
the appropriate recommendation to Council. 

Discussion on the motion ensued. 

The Mayor vacated the Chair at 7:59 PM in order to speak to the motion 
and Councillor Snively assumed the Chair. 

The Mayor resumed the Chair at 8:00 PM. and called the question. 
 

Moved by Councillor Voakes 
Seconded by Councillor Rogers 

(R18-02-075) That after two months if no suitable names are submitted 
to the Town for the name of Colchester Park, that the Town name the 
park Elijah McCoy. 

Carried 

 

15.2 The following Notice of Motion will be brought forward for consideration 
at the March 5, 2018 Regular Council Meeting: 

Recorded Support Against 

Councillor Rogers X  

Councillor Snively  X 

Councillor Bondy  X 

Mayor McDermott  X 

Councillor Voakes X  

Councillor Bjorkman  X 

Results 2 4 
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15.2.1 Councillor Bondy 

RE:  Pay For Service Childcare at the Association of  
       Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) Conferences 

That the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) be requested to 
provide pay for service childcare during conference hours at its future 
conferences. 

16. Reports from Council Members 

17. Announcements 

Councillor Rogers announced that John R. Park Homestead was hosting March as 
Maple Month with events being held during the week of March Break.  The Maple 
Syrup Festival is being held on Sunday, March 4th. 

Councillor Bjorkman announced that the Town of Essex was now in the process of 
taking applications from students for summer employment until March 2nd. 
Information is available on the Town's website. 

He reminded everyone that The Sip n Paint was taking place at the McGregor Centre 
on Thursday, February 22nd at a cost of $35 per person. 

Councillor Bjorkman also announced that The Party Discount store is now closed.  He 
wished to thank Brian Rose and his staff for providing excellent service to the Town 
and noted that they would be missed. 

18. By-Laws 

18.1 By-Laws that require a third and final reading 

18.1.1 By-Law 1672 

Being a by-law to authorize the execution of an Agreement between 
The Corporation of the County of Essex as Lessor and the Corporation of 
the Town of Essex, the Corporation of the Town of Lakeshore, the 
Corporation of the Town of LaSalle and the Corporation of the Town of 
Tecumseh, collectively the Lessees. 
(For operation the Lakeshore Dog Pound) 

Moved By Councillor Bondy 
Seconded By Councillor Rogers 

(R18-02-076) That By-law 1672 being a by-law to authorize the 
execution of an Agreement between The Corporation of the County of 
Essex as Lessor and the Corporation of the Town of Essex, the 
Corporation of the Town of Lakeshore, the Corporation of the Town of 
LaSalle and the Corporation of the Town of Tecumseh, collectively the 
Lessees, (for operation of the Lakeshore Dog Pound) be read a third 
time and finally passed on February 20, 2018 

Carried 
 

18.1.2 By-Law 1674 

Being a by-law to confirm the proceedings of the February 5, 2018 
Regular Meeting of the Council of The Corporation of the Town of Essex 
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Moved By Councillor Voakes 
Seconded By Councillor Snively 

(R18-02-077) That By-law 1674 being a by-law to confirm the 
proceedings of the February 5, 2018 Regular Meeting of the Council of 
The Corporation of the Town of Essex be read a third time and finally 
passed on February 20, 2018 

Carried 
 

18.2 By-Laws that require a first, second, third and final reading 

 

18.3 By-Laws that require a first and second reading 

18.3.1 By-Law 1678 

Being a by-law to confirm the proceedings of the February 20, 2018 
Regular Meeting of the Council of The Corporation of the Town of Essex 

Moved by Councillor Bondy 
Seconded by Councillor Bjorkman 

(R18-02-078) That By-Law 1678 being a by-law to confirm the 
proceedings of the February 20, 2018 Regular Meeting of the Council of 
the Town of Essex be read a first and a second time and provisionally 
adopted on February 20, 2018. 

Carried 

19. Adjournment 

Moved by Councillor Voakes 
Seconded by Councillor Bjorkman 

(R18-02-079) That the meeting be adjourned at 8:10 PM 

Carried 
 

 
_________________________ 

Mayor 

 

_________________________ 

Clerk 

 

 


