The Corporation of the Town of Ajax @ Town of
GENERAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE _ aX

1955-2015
Thursday, May 21, 2015 :

Open Meeting at 2:00 p.m.

River Plate Room, Town Hall
65 Harwood Avenue South

PRESENTATIONS

Alternative formats available upon request by contacting:
accessibilityajax@ajax.ca or 905-619-2529 ext. 3347

Anything in blue denotes an attachment/link. By clicking the links on the agenda page, you can jump directly
to that section of the agenda. To manoeuver back to the agenda page use the Ctrl + Home keys

simultaneously
6. Presentations / Discussion
6.1 2015-2018 Community Action Plan, C. McLardie, Manager of Strategic Communications
6.2 Province’'s Co-ordinated Review of the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden
Horseshoe, Greenbelt Plan, Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan and Niagara

Escarpment Plan, B. Hodgins, Senior Policy Planner

6.3 Smart Growth for Our Communities Act, 2015 (Bill 73)
EBR Registry Number: 012-3651, K. Heritage, Policy Planning Coordinator
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Highlights:

e Reshaped to focus on priorities and supporting initiatives/actions

e Builds off successes of previous three plans

* Incorporates input from Council, staff and community (total of 4,300+ votes
received)

* Includes:
- 4 Strategic Objectives
- 21 Priorities
- 102 Initiatives/Actions
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> Facilitate job creation and retention to ensure a variety of employment
opportunities.

» Continue to redevelop Ajax Downtown into a more vibrant and
prosperous destination.

> Improve traffic flow, gridlock and safety for all users of public roads,
trails, bike lanes and sidewalks.

» Work with the Region of Durham to improve transit and connections
within Ajax.

» Continue to explore and capitalize on tourism opportunities.

> |dentify housing needs to accelerate proposals that satisfy gaps.
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» Ensure tax rates remain reasonable and competitive.
» Seek fair representation for Ajax on Regional Council.

» Ensure that staff resources support corporate priorities.

» Support effective customer service, communications and outreach.
Improve accountability and transparency.
Review and update winter maintenance program.




Strong Sense
of Community
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Priorities

> Implement new strategies and partnerships to support seniors.

» Continue to implement the Town’s Diversity and Community
Engagement Plan.

» Expand youth career programming and services.
» Develop and engage volunteers.
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Improve the Town’s maintenance program to support a Clean Ajax.
Implement innovative approaches to manage stormwater runoff.

Work with partners to improve water quality along the Ajax shoreline
and watersheds.
Ensure ecologically significant areas such as the Greenbelt
are protected.
» Continue to advance initiatives which address climate change
and sustainability.




e Plan will be unveiled to residents in June
* Mayor Parish to host Virtual Town Hall meeting in June

o Staff to provide Year 1 Status Update in January 2016






Purpose of this staff report

 Provide comments/recommendations to Province about the Growth
Plan and the Greenbelt Plan, as the two Plans apply directly to Ajax
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Current Hierarchy of Provincial Land Use Planning
Legislation, Policy and Plans

APPLIES TO ENTIRE PROVINCE

Planning Act, 1990

Provincial Policy Statement, 2014 (PPS)

APPLIES TO GREATER GOLDEN HORSESHOE AND NIAGARA ESCARPMENT

PrOVince’S Co- Growth Plan, Greenbelt Plan,
. . Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan, Niagara Escarpment Plan
ordinated Review

MUNICIPALITIES NIAGARA ESCARPMENT

COMMISSION
Official Plans
Niagara Escarpment

Munici ; Plan Amendments/
unicipal Zoning Bylaws

Development Permits
Site Plans/Development Permits/

Land Division

. Building Permits







Province’s Timing is Expeditious

May 28/15 — Complete first round of
public input

Sep 1/15 — Receive Recommendation
Report from Expert Advisory Panel
chaired by David Crombie

Early 2016 - Release Potential Plan
Amendments, last round of public input

Timing of Plan Amendments being
approved and coming into effect -
unknown

& Public Input
Early 2016

Up to May 28th
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Close Northeast Pickering/Northwest Whitby “Gap” in Greenbelt Plan
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~2,300 hectares of fields, forest and prime agricultural land
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In 2012, used best flood evaluation
techniques with TRCA to determine
impacts under Regional Storm
(Hurricane Hazel) in South Ajax:

» Peak water levels would flow
faster down tributaries

» 132% increase in Regional
Storm flood levels upstream of
Rossland Road

* Significant increases in 2-year
through 100-year storm flooding

Pickering Beach Neighbourhood
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Permanently Protect Prime Agricultural Land

» “Gap” characterized almost entirely by
prime agricultural land (CLI Class 1)

Loss of dwindling supply of such land is
unacceptable

Need greater investment in agricultural
Industry and permanent protection of
prime agricultural land capable of
producing local food supplies to sustain
Ontarians

Province should support/provide
Incentives to Ontario’s farmers to grow
much more of our food supply on prime
agricultural land in Golden Horseshoe

Canada Land Inventory Agricultural Land Classification -
Upper Carruthers Creek Watershed
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Smart Growth for Our
Communities Act, 2015 (Bill 73)

Staff Presentation to the General Government Committee

May 21, 2015




Background

* Between October 2013 and January 2014 the Province

initiated a land use planning and appeal system review
(Planning Act and DC Act)

* Town filed a submission on January 10, 2014
Planning Act

" Document Review Cycles

" Third Party Appeals to Conformity Amendments
" Appeals of non-decisions
* OMB process should not be a de novo hearing

" If denied by a municipality, employment land
conversions not appealable to the OMB




Background

Development Charges Act, 1997

" All services should be eligible for development
charges

" Eliminate the mandatory 10 % reduction in
eligible capital costs

* Municipalities should be able to adopt forward
looking service levels




Bill 73 Proposal
Planning Act

-

Document Review Cycles
PPS 5 to 10 years
New official plan 5 to 10 years, and 5 years thereafter

Requirement to confirm or amend employment land
designations to be removed

* Planning Advisory Committees

Required for upper-tier and optional for lower-tier
municipalities

Town’s Advisory Committees would qualify

Public Consultation

Notice of adoption must contain a brief explanation of the
effect, if any, that the written and oral submissions had on
the decision

-




Bill 73
Planning Act

< OI\/IB Appeal Restrictions

No global appeals of a council decision to adopt an
entire official plan

No appeal of an official plan policy that implements
Provincial Plans/Acts

No unlimited appeals to a non-decision

No appeal of an approval authority’s opinion that
any part of a lower tier municipality’s official plan
does not conform with the upper tier plan




Bill 73

Planning Act

* Application Moratoriums

No applications within 2 years of the adoption of a
new official plan

No applications within 2 years of the global
replacement of a comprehensive zoning by-law

No minor variance applications within 2 years of an
owner initiated site-specific rezoning unless council
declares that the application is permitted

Regulations can prevent applications to amend a
new development permit by-law and related
official plan provisions within 5 years of adoption




Bill 73
Planning Act

* Optional Dispute Resolution

180 day decision period for an OPA may be

extended by a further 90 days by the applicant or
municipality

* Community Planning Permit System

" Terminology to be changed from Development
Permit System to Community Planning Permit
System

* A local municipality may be ordered or directed to
establish a development permit system for one or
more purposes




Bill 73
Planning Act

* Parkland Conveyance

Municipality must prepare and make available to
the public a parks plan (Ajax Recreation, Parks and
Culture Master Plan)

Payment in lieu of parkland is to be based on the

rate of one hectare per 500 proposed dwelling
units




Bill 73 Proposal

Development Charges Act

Ineligible services to be identified in regulations

Regulations may require municipal councils to consider
the use of area specific development charge by-laws

Transit services no longer subject to the 10% reduction
of capital costs

Municipalities can adopt a 10 year forecast for service
levels

Background studies to include asset management
plans and life cycle costing for growth related assets

Voluntary payments no longer acceptable




Next Steps

Comment period to end by June 3, 2015

Bill 73 has received one reading in the

Legislature and will be subject to further public
review

Development Charges Working Group to review

and possibly suggest further amendments by
the end of 2015

Province to initiate a review of the OMB process
in the near future
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